%% Richmond Centre for Disability

“F’romoting a new Perspective on disabi]itg”

HISTORY

The Richmond Committee on Disability (RCD) was established in 1985
through the joint effort of United Way of the Lower Mainland, Special Needs
& Social Planning divisions of the City of Richmond along with several
people with disabilities from the community. It is a non-profit, registered
charitable society (# 88832 8432 RR0001).

The Society’s purpose is to give people with disabilities the opportunity to
participate in the community to the fullest extent of their ability and desires
and to improve their quality of life by working for — Inclusion, Independence
& Empowerment.

The RCD serves as an advisory body and spokes group to local
government, business and community on issues and barriers faced by
people with disabilities and the society’s work has contributed to the overall
physical and attitudinal accessibility of the city.

As the official advisory group to the City, Council appoints a member to
liaise with the RCD; Councillor Bill McNulty is the current council liaison.
Alan Hill, Coordinator of Diversity Services for the City is the designated
staff liaison. In addition, Richmond City Council appoints an RCD member
to sit on the City’s Advisory Design Panel, on the Intercultural Advisory
Committee and when appropriate to sit on special purpose advisory
committees as established.

The RCD is a member of the Richmond Chamber of Commerce, Richmond
Community Services Advisory Council, BC Personal Supports Network and
through our Resource Centre, and an accredited member of Independent
Living Canada.
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KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN COMMUNITY

e RCD celebrated its 25™ Anniversary of establishment in 2010; also to
recognize 10 years of service delivery to the community of its
Resource Centre.

e RCD worked closely with the City of Richmond’s Transportation
Department since 2007, in a liaison role to the community
representing people with vision loss, in the development of
“Accessible Pedestrian Signals” throughout the city.

e RCD hosted the inaugural Wheelchair Curling Bonspiel in 2007; this
has turned into an annual event and greatly increased the exposure
of wheelchair sports and athletes with disabilities.

e Starting 2005 the RCD offered Disability Awareness and Sensitivity
Training to caregivers, agencies, businesses and Government
officials.

¢ In September of 2000, the RCD established the Resource Centre,
which is an accredited member of the Independent Living Canada.
The Centre work is based on IL Canada guidelines, supporting the
independent living movement.

e Working with city staff, the RCD drafted a "Universal Housing Design
Bylaw". Initiated in 1995 the concept was approved by Council in the
Fall of 2007 as a result of a collaborative effort by the RCD with the
Urban Development Institute and City staff. It addresses the
functional needs of everyone; children, adults, and seniors with or
without disabilities, in a user-friendly environment.

e As aresult of the RCD working in partnership with the City, Richmond
was presented with the "5 Star Award for Accessibility” in 1991 by the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Secretary of State and
National Committee on Disabilities. Richmond was the only City in
Canada to be given the full 5-star award for accessibility.
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Working with the RCD, City staff developed accessibility
requirements for city buildings, greater than the provincial standard
for use in construction or renovation of all City owned facilities.

A curb cut design created by the RCD for the City Centre area, which
addressed the needs of both wheelchair users and the visually
impaired, is now being used in other provincial communities.

Working with community developers, the RCD provided input relating
to accessibility for many commercial and residential developments,
which assisted the developers in creating more user friendly projects.

The RCD was a facilitator and partner in the 1995 establishment of
the Richmond Therapeutic Equestrian Society, which provides a
therapeutic horseback riding program in Richmond for children and
youth with disabilities run under Canadian Therapeutic Equestrian
Society (CanTRA) guidelines.

The RCD provided HIV/AIDS prevention presentations in Richmond
High schools and the community, held three successful “WALKS for
HIV/AIDS” to create awareness about the disease and raise funds for
the program.

Bringing together the City, a local developer and the False Creek
Residence Society the RCD facilitated the establishment of the
Steveston Residence. Located at No. 1 Road and Steveston Highway
this is an integrated project of 20 apartments; 10 of which are
purposely built for people with disabilities and require full time
attendant care. The other 10 units are affordable apartments for
families, responding to the need for residential housing for people
with disabilities, as well as affordable housing for others. The 10
family apartments embrace universal design.

As part of our community education initiative, the RCD worked with
City staff to develop a Scooter Safety awareness brochure for the
community, a project supported by funding from ICBC. The brochure
covers many aspects of ownership and their safe use on City streets.
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KEY MILESTONES

e Every year, the RCD responds to an average of 30,000 individual
contacts. The activities provided include, specialized Information &
Networking services, as well as Skills Training and Peer Support,
Social Interaction, Life Skills Development, English Language
Building, Basic & Advanced Computer Training, as well as Youth
Support & Leadership.

e 2010 marks the 25th anniversary of RCD; they celebrated many
accomplishments throughout the years, and were able to act more
proactively to achieve their mission and goals.

e The RCD hosted the first Roll and Stroll Event in 2009, in partnership
with Richmond Rotary Club, to raise funds supporting the
programming for people with disabilities.

e In 2008, the RCD changed its name to the Richmond Centre for
Disability — with the purposes of the Society remaining the same; the
change has better reflected the position and the role of RCD in the
community and enabled it to be more relevant and responsive to its
members.

e In 2008, the RCD relocated its physical centre to the current address.
Since then they see significant increase in traffic and member
participation; there are more recreational activities and skill
development opportunities to members and community at large.

e |n 2007, the RCD hosted its first annual Wheelchair Curling Bonspiel,
which drew competitors from Norway, Great Britain, Scotland and
from several areas of Canada. In 2010 the 4™ Bonspiel had been
successfully held in Richmond for four consecutive years.

e In 2006, the RCD celebrated its 20™ anniversary and hosted an
inaugural Fundraising Gala.

100-5671 No. 3 Rd., Richmond, B.C. V6X 2C7
tel 604 232 2404 ¢ fax 604-232-2415 ¢ tty 604 232 2479
email: rcd@rcdrichmond.org ¢ web: www.rcdrichmond.org



To promote the accessibility of the City of Richmond, the RCD
created http://www.accessrichmond.ca in 2005 to provide information
to tourists or people interested in moving to the area. This website
currently records an average of 5,000 page hits per month.

Several major Conferences involving people with disabilities have
been held in Richmond in recent years as a result of RCD'’s efforts to
promote the City for its accessibility and suitability to host events that
require accessible amenities. In 2005, the RCD hosted the
Conference for Entrepreneurs with Disabilities which was a great
success and saw the participation of over 300 delegates from all
across the country, as well as played host to Independent Living
Canada Annual General Meetings on two occasions.

The RCD started to conduct Disability Awareness and Sensitivity
Training Workshops to community members in 2005, and the service
has grown as demands increase in recent years. The RCD has
developed a reputable identity being the expert on disability issues.

In 2003-2004, the Centre developed a manual on Service Delivery to
people with disabilities from other cultures. This manual was
translated into seven languages, and circulated to organizations
across Canada.

The Centre’s informational websites — http://www.rcdrichmond.org
was established in 2001, it currently registers an average of nearly
100,000 page hits per month.

Reflecting the reality of the community, services and activities are
available in both English and Chinese, while communication in other
languages can also be provided.

The RCD recruited and trained volunteers and caregivers working
with people with disabilities through regular training and supervision;
they registered on average over 10,000 volunteer hours annually.
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RCD 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN 2010

The year 2010 marked the 25th anniversary of the
founding of the RCD. As part of their celebration and in
keeping with their overall aim to create more awareness
about accessibility in the community and the role of
people with disabilities, they conducted a series of
activities to commemorate this occasion throughout the

year.

2010 Key Celebration Activities:

March

April 12

April 24

June 3

July 24

October 2

December 1to 4

December 3

RCD Creative Writing Contest “Accent on
Accessibility & Participation”

Presentation to Richmond City Council to celebrate
25 years of unique partnership

RCD 25th Anniversary Celebration Insert in
Richmond Review

Accessibility Forum at Richmond City Hall — 5-Star
Accessibility for People with Disability

Roll & Stroll with RCD Summer Picnic at Richmond
Minoru Park

RCD 25th Anniversary Celebration Gala at the
Executive Airport Plaza Hotel

RCD International Wheelchair Curling Bonspiel at
Richmond Curling Club

United Nation’s International Day of People with

Disabilities Celebration & Closing Ceremony of
RCD 25th Anniversary Celebration
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